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Malacanang appeals for calm, saying intensified measures are in place to prevent the spread of the virus __ 


in the Philippines. Senators say it’s time the government halted visitor traffic from China. 
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KING DOM UNDER l An FBI agent who took part in a raid on the Kingdom of Jesus Christ church in the Van Nuys sedon of Los Pem on Wednesday fixes a tarpaulin cover onits fence. Three leaders of 
the Christian sect founded by Apollo Quiboloy (inset) were arrested on an alleged immigration fraud scheme that resulted in sham marriages to o keep | its. members! in the United States . —AP / GRIG Cc. MONTEGRANDE 
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Time biggest loss 
from traffic mess 


Commuters in Metro Manila on average lost 257 
hours during rush-hour traffic last year, earning 
the metropolis the dubious distinction of having 
the second worst traffic congestion among 416 ci- 
ties in the world, according to TomTom, a Dutch 
developer of location technology. For every hour 
of travel one took during free-flow traffic, one 
spent at least 42.6 minutes more during rush- 
hour traffic. —STORY BY KRIXIA SUBINGSUBING 
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Thriving Iran factory 
caters to flag burners 


KHOMEIN, IRAN—Iran’s largest flag factory 
turns a profit from about 2,000 US, British and 
Israeli flags every month, almost all of which are 
burned in various rallies and protests all over 
the country. Iranians have been burning US, Brit- 
ish and Israeli flags since its Islamic revolution in 
1979 but many Iranians have also begun to pro- 


test against their own leaders after decades M4 


of economic sanctions. —sToRY BY REUTERS 
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SPORTS 


Djoko ousts Federer 
in Australian Open 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—Novak Djokovic 
stretched his Grand Slam winning streak against 
Roger Federer to six in a row with a 7-6 (1), 6-4, 6-3 
victory on Thursday night that earned the defen- 
ding champion a record eighth trip to the Australian 
Open final. The No. 2-seeded Djokovic will try to col- 
lect a record-extending eighth Australian Open title 
in Sunday’s final against No. 5 Dominic Thiem ye 
or No. 7 Alexander Zverev. —STORY BY AP M5 
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K-star fashion item 
amid ashfall, outbreak 


Korean stars like breezing through airports wea- 
ring cloth or surgical masks. Because they’re 
idols, the look caught on. In the Philippines, more 
and more people have started wearing masks but 
not as a fashion statement. First, it was because 
of the Taal volcanic eruption and now it’s be- 
cause of the dreaded Wuhan coronavirus. Fear of 
a potential pandemic is making people cover fq 
their faces. —STORY BY PAM PASTOR Cl 


